                           Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional 
     Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
  Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614 

Scripture:                       Matthew 1:18-23                Sue Faust 
                                 (Page 2 NT Pew Bible)
Message:  “Finding Joy in the Midst of Life’s Surprises”       
Dedication of Offering      
*Hymn -                   “How Great Our Joy”                       Page 144
*Benediction
       L. Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you”
      P. Response: “And also with you.

      L: “Go now in peace”.

*Extinguishing of candles

*Postlude

Worship Service: We welcome you today December 18th the Fourth Sunday of Advent! Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
                 SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 *********************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

 *********************************************************
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                            December 18, 2022

                   Fourth Sunday of Advent
Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                                                                          Pastor Kristine Heckard

    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Leon Shaffer
December 18, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Fourth Sunday of Advent

     (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                               Susan Faust                

Call to Worship: (Responsive)                                    

L:  To those wandering in darkness.
P:  Christ came as the Light of the World.
L:  To those who are at odds with others and themselves,

P:  Christ is the Prince of Peace.

L: To those who seek the presence of the divine.

P:  Christ is Emmanuel, God with us.
ALL: Come, let us anticipate the advent of our Lord.
L: Come, let us worship together.
     Advent Wreath (Light Blue Advent Candle)   Christine & Bridget Campbell
       *Hymn -   “Angels We Have Heard on High”    Page 132         

*Invocation  

*Confession:  (In Unison)
Lord, we are getting ready to celebrate that day when Love came to dwell among us. Even as we make our preparations to mark the power of love made known to us in Jesus Christ, we must confess that we have failed to love others as we love ourselves, and we have neglected to choose service to other over show and selfishness. Help us as we seek to be the people Christ freed us to be, we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon 
The Psalm: 80:1-7, 17, 19 (Responsive)                                   
L: Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, You who lead Joseph like a flock;  You who dwell between the cherubim, shine forth!
P: Before Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, Stir up Your  strength, And come and save us!
L: Restore us, O God; Cause Your face to shine, And we shall be saved!
P: O Lord God of hosts, How long will You be angry against the
prayer of Your people?
L: You have fed them with the bread of tears, And given them tears to drink in great measure.
P: You have made us a strife to our neighbors, And our enemies laugh among themselves.
L: Restore us, O God of hosts; Cause Your face to shine, And we shall be saved!
P: Let Your hand be upon the man of Your right hand, Upon the son of man whom You made strong for Yourself.
L:  Restore us, O Lord God of hosts;
P:  Cause Your face to shine, And we shall be saved!
Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison)

We believe in God, the creator of all things, the giver of life and breath. We believe in Jesus Christ, born Emmanuel, God with us, baptized and revealed the most beloved Son of God; he sought to heal humanity by taking our brokenness upon himself, Suffering for us, dying for us and being raised from the dead for our sake and for the sake of all the world. We believe that he will come again. We believe in the Holy Spirit, continually poured out refreshing our lives, leading us into a new day, ever-birthing the church, the body of Christ in the world. This Spirit is our soul companion and counselor of truth reminding us of the gift of faith, the ever presence of God and the promise of eternal life. Thanks be to God! Amen.

Hymn -                    “Away In a Manger”                       Page 158
PRAYER REQUESTS*
*(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Pastor Kris Heckard; Ed Dobbin, (Home); *Ed Berra, (had medical procedure); Carol Knight, (Recovering - knee replacement Surgery); Gerry Wiest & Gloria Duttry & Family of Lamar Ressler; Sarah Graff, Colleen Bublitz; Carl Miller; Gary Miller; Janette & Dennis Leitzel; Rahn Cooper; Barbara Lauver; Neva Cichy; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Marissa Faust; Charlie & Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Carole Fetterhoff, Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Ruth Boyer;  Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Jen Sung;  J. S. Miller; Janelle Miller; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Ty/Lana Shoop; Bob Pottiger; Bonnie Lidle; Raymond Enders; Susan Lazor;  Kaiya Wilkens; Colton Faust; Sara Herb, (Rehab)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; *June and Greg Gelnett (in hosp.); Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

CHURCH CALENDAR
Dec. 18 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve - 7:00PM - Christmas Eve Service

Dec. 25 - Christmas Day - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online  (No Sunday School)

Jan. 1, 2023 - New Year’s Day - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online  (No Sunday School)

Jan.    8 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
                  (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship), 
               Communion Servers: Leon Shaffer, Ann Hale
LAY READERS:  Dec. 18 - Sue Faust; Dec. 25 - To be announced; Jan. 1, 2023 - Bridget Campbell; Jan. 8 - Scott Miller. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

 SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS:  Dec. 18 - Marie Herb; Dec. 25, 2022 and Jan. 1, 2023 - No Sunday School; Jan. 8 - Sharon Fetterhoff.  If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.

CHRISTMAS CARDS: Valleys Christmas mailbox is in the church foyer until December 18th for Christmas cards for individual cards for members and friends currently attending Worship Services on Sundays, the cards are on the tables in the back of the sanctuary. However, one card may be sent to The Valleys congregation if you prefer to be displayed on the bulletin board. Please check each time you come into church for your cards.  Corrected addresses for shut-ins and members and friends who are still not coming to church are in the bulletin (addresses will not be posted on our church website online for privacy and security reasons). Please call (717-896-3118) the church office or email church office at valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com  if you need someone’s address. 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE – Join us on Saturday, December 24th at 7:00PM as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus with hymns, joyful praise, and a candlelight service.  We use battery operated flickering candles for the candlelight service. Holy Communion will be administered during the service in pews as we have been doing. 
CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP SERVICE AND NEW YEAR’S DAY SERVICE will begin at 10:15AM. There will be NO SUNDAY SCHOOL on Christmas Day or New Year’s Day.

ANNUAL REPORTS are due from the following committees! (Pastor, Council President, Elders, Deacons.)  Please give the reports to the church secretary by Sun. January 1, 2022​ for sufficient time to prepare reports for the Annual Congregational meeting on Sun. January 15, 2023.
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held on January 15, 2022 following 10:15AM Worship Service. A covered dish meal will be shared following the meeting (meat will be provided by the church). 

COUNCIL REORGANIZATION MEETING will be held on Wednesday January 17, 2023. All newly elected Elders and Deacons please attend the meeting.
INSTALLATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS will be held on Sunday January 23, 2022 during Worship Service.
ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM in the social hall (they will meet when no Dartball game is held at Valleys). 
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to   $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 

GIANT GIFT CARDS: We no longer have Giant Gift cards for sale.
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Take a break from Christmas preparations
to complete this seasonal crossword.
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The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
                                          Devotional for December 18, 2022

Invocation:
Heavenly Father, on this third Sunday of the Advent season, we come anticipating a fresh experience of the presence of Jesus Christ among us.  Stir up in our hearts the precious gift of faith, that he may be born anew in us, and that his presence may shed heavenly light into our hearts of hope, peace, and joy.  We pray in Jesus precious name.  Amen.

Scripture:
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19



Matthew1:18-23

Sermon:

“Name Above All Names – Emmanuel”

There are many names given to Jesus in the Bible – each one gives us a fuller and clearer picture of who He is and What He means for us . . . 

And so, as we are unpacking the various names of Jesus we are asking ourselves “Who is the man that we have placed our hope in,  that we look to for peace, that in which we find joy, that is love itself?  The very name of Jesus means God saves!  He is God’s promise to deliver us!  He is the Messiah the Christ . . . the anointed one, our King and we are his subjects!  This morning, I want us to look at another name of Jesus found in the text read a moment ago – Emmanuel. 

Any time is a great time to look at the person of Jesus, but it seems especially appropriate this time of year as millions of people, the world over, pause to think about the Christ.  And yet, I wonder if in this season . . . how many truly understand the importance of the story.  WE turn on the stereo and we hear the Christmas Carols “O  Holy Night” and “Away in a Manger” and right away our minds are filled with the image of the baby Jesus nestled in that manger in that stable in Bethlehem.  The shepherds are there adoring the newborn king . . .” no crying he makes”.  But do we really grasp the significance of that event?  In the text, we have Matthew’s beautiful account of how the angel of the Lord prepared Mary and Joseph for what was to take place.  

“All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet:  ‘The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Emmanuel’ – which means, ‘God with us.”

Do we understand the significance of that? . . . that Jesus is “God with us.”  He is God in the flesh!

God became one of us.  In the person of Jesus Christ, God Almighty left the throne of Heaven, wrapped himself up in human flesh and became a man!  And he did it in the most unflattering of circumstances . . . by being born as an infant (a completely dependent child to a young woman who was pledged to be married to a common carpenter (certainly no royalty); and on that first night, placed in an animal’s feeding trough because there was no room for them in the inn.  How much more humble of circumstances could God have entered into our world?  But that’s what he did, and that’s what is implicit in the name:  Immanuel!

Do you remember God’s promise to Moses?

I many ways Moses was an unlikely candidate for ‘Delivery of God’s people!  But at the age of eighty God calls him to “Go back to Egypt and free my people!”  But at first Moses doesn’t want to go!  In fact he starts offering up excuses why he can’t go.  Moses tries to get out of it and says, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”  Here is the answer that he received:

God said, “I will be with you.  And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you:  When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.”

If Moses was afraid . . . notice how God answers his fears . . . “I will be with you!”  And He was . . . as Moses faced the new Pharaoh, he could do so with confidence . . . God enabled him to perform a number of miracles . . . and when Pharaoh refused, God brought upon a series of plagues . . . and when Pharaoh finally conceded and the people found themselves free, but wondering around the dessert, God was still with them . . . leading them with the pillar of cloud by day and fire by night . . . sustaining them with manna from Heaven!  In fact, God never left them!   He is true to his promises.

Do you remember God’s promise to Joshua?  When Joshua replaced Moses as Israel’s leader, he had his work cut out for him.  Moses had been a great and charismatic leader?  The people had seen miraculous wonders under Moses’ leadership.  They had been freed for 400 years; they had miraculously escaped Pharaoh’s army; they had seen the law delivered to them.   The Promised Land lay before them and it wasn’t going to be handed to them on a silver platter.  There was a lot of work to be done.  Would the Lord do through Joshua the same mighty things he had done through Moses?  This is what God said to Joshua . . . “No one will be able to stand up against you all the days of your life.  As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you.  “Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their forefathers to give them.  His word to Joshua – “Be strong & courageous because I will always be with you!”   How reassuring that must have been for a young Joshua!

Do you remember Jesus promise to his disciples?  What a roller coaster ride they had been through!  They had seen their Lord crucified . . . some had scattered . . . some had denied him . . . one who had turned on him consequently took his own life.  But then they had witnessed the most remarkable thing any of them would ever see . . . Jesus had risen!  First the tomb was found empty and then they realized why as the risen Jesus appeared to them . . .  not just once or twice but on a number of occasions over a period of several days!  There was no doubt!  Then, on that last occasion just before Jesus is taken up into  Heaven, He gives them a set of last instructions . . . “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.”  And one last promise . . . “And surely I am with you always to the very end of the age.”  The Disciples would become the Apostles . . . they would face continued persecution as the teachings about Christ were indeed spread all over the world . . . but each of them carried with them the reassuring promise . . . “I will be with you always!”

And that is the promise of Emmanuel to us . . . even today!   He is with us!  True, he is no longer with us in the flesh . . . as he had been ‘with’ his disciples but, he is ‘with us’ in an even more special way today . . . through his Spirit!  

And so Emmanuel is God’s promise always be with you . . . In tough times and trials of life.  I know that there are tough times for many.  We live in a harsh world and the reality is that trouble and tough times hit us all!  I know that the holidays will be tough for many.  But know that the Lord is with you!  Emmanuel is God’s promise that you don’t have to be alone!

In the ordinary moments of life, God is with you.  The fact that we feel his presence at certain times doesn’t mean that He isn’t with us at other times!  No, he is with us always!  When you’re driving to work in the mornings . . . he is there.  When you’re dropping the kids off to school . . . he is there.  When you’re relaxing in front of the TV, he is there.  When you are making dinner, he is there.  God is with us in the ordinary moments of life, because he is with us and within us!  So we don’t have to face anything in life without him . . . even when we have failed to be with him.  

None of us are perfect.  We all know that we have failed him and the Bible confirms it.  “All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.”  But that’s why he came in the flesh in the first place!  If we have been able to be perfect and get to Heaven on our own, there would have been no reason for God to become Emmanuel!  But we aren’t perfect and He is . . . and so we can take confidence in the fact that God is with us!

The story of Joseph, Mary, Bethlehem, and the baby Jesus is the story of God choosing to come and live with us so that one day we might choose to life with Him.

Do you know that hope this morning?  Does God live within you and you in Him?  So many in our time celebrate Christmas, but have no idea of the hope and assurance that Emmanuel offers?  Know in your mind and believe with your heart that Jesus is Emmanuel, God with us.  Amen.

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer:

God of wonders, in many and various ways you speak to your people.  We give thanks and praise you that you speak to us through Jesus Christ, the eternal Word made flesh.  We give you thanks that that your Son, Jesus, paved the way for our salvation through suffering on behalf of all your people, and that He now sits at your right hand to intercede on our behalf when we pray.  Hear us, O God, as we intercede for sisters, brothers, and neighbors who are wounded and sick and long to be made whole.  

We pray for those who are sick and recuperating from surgery - ___________________.  Help them sense your healing power at work to ease their pain and protect them from anything that might weaken them further.  Bless doctors and nurses and all who support them as daily they minister to their needs.  May clinics, hospitals, and places of convalescence be sources of healing, giving hope to your people.  

We pray for those burdened with sorrow and grief,___________________.  Comfort them with your presence.  Give them patience to trust in the promise that you will never leave nor forsake us.

We pray for those who seek new beginnings, for whom Christ’s resurrection is assurance that our past is forgiven.  Lead them to Christ where they can be nourished and refreshed.

We pray for peace in our world, our communities, and our homes.  O God, in spite of our circumstances, whether we are sick, or bereaved, or dealing with problems, or in danger, remind us that you are with us.  May we live a life of joy as we see you at work in our lives each and every day.  We Pray these things in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . Our Father,  . . . Amen.

Benediction:
And now may the Lord bless you and keep you, may the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious unto you, May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.  Amen.

